
2015 Recap
2015 has been a very busy year for 
Common Voices! New PSAs, events in 33 
states reaching 4,229 people directly 
with extended reach in the millions with 
social media contacts tallied. 

San AnSan Antonio passed its high-rise 
residential retroit ordinance and we 
were a big part of that from the very 
beginning to the end.

Our message Our message remained consistent, 
promoting ire sprinklers and sharing 
irst person real-life stories. We've 
added to our advocates, with Sher Grogg 
being our latest addition.

Having a horriic tragedy befall your family
 changes your life in a profound way.

I lost my brother, my sister-in-law, and their four precious 
grandchildren, in a ire that was too hot and too fast to escape, in the 
pre-dawn hours of a January morning.

Since the accident I hSince the accident I have been waking at 3:00 a.m. in dread that it is too 
late, and I can not save my brother, my family.
It is too late.  Every night I come to grips with that over and over again 
– EVERY night, still…

At irst I searched the
 internet, in the wee 
hours of the morning, 
to learn more about 
ire, lashover, and ire safety advocacy 
groups;  anything to feel I was doing 
something constructsomething constructive.

Since then I have met with many ire experts and gained the guidance 
and power to share information that may save a life, keep another 
family from this suffering, or affect a change in residential ire 
sprinkler codes.

It is the only thing that gives me a sense of purpose in my whole life 
right now.

FiFire is fast.  It’s much faster than I ever imagined. Flashover – the point 
at which everything combustible in the room ignites and the room 
bursts into lames, can happen in less than three minutes.  No one 
survives lashover.  Understanding lashover has helped me realize that 
ire sprinklers buy time, and time buys life.

The one thing that miThe one thing that might have made a difference for my family, could 
have been a home ire sprinkler system, which would have slowed the 
progress of the ire and possibly bought them time to get the children 
and follow their escape plan. It wasn’t in the residential building code 
when they built their home, but might have changed the outcome from 
this deadly nightmare.

I didI didn’t have the knowledge to save my priceless family, but I have it 
now, to save yours.  Join with us and spread the message and support  
home ire sprinkler systems.

Meet Sher, 
our newest advocate
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What’s coming 
up in 2016
First Annual Common Voices Golf Oung

We are so excited to have our first ever 
Common Voices golf tournament!  This event 
will be held in conjuncon with NFSA's Annual 
Seminar in Dana Point, California on May 5th.

Go to hp://bit.ly/1nZLYyH for all the details!
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Leer to the Editor from Board Member, 
John Viniello...
Thankfully, no one was killed or injured in this ire, mainly due to the quick response of 
volunteer ire departments in the area. There is a proposal before the New York State Building 
Construction Code Council requiring all newly constructed homes be protected with ire 
sprinklers.

One would think such a proposal would be adopted as a matter of common sense. 
Unfortunately, that isn’t the case. Opposition from home builders, a powerful lobby in 
all staall states, is blocking the Council from taking needed action to save untold lives in the 
future, and place fewer burdens on volunteer ire departments.

Citing an increase in costs, their main objection is without merit. In new construction,
 the cost of installing these systems is less than $2 a square foot. With new lightweight 
construction the norm, in most newly built homes the escape time of residents in a house ire
 is drastically reduced, in some cases, less than three minutes.

EiEighty percent of deadly ires occur in buildings where people should feel the safest, their own home. What is 
needed is action by those with the legislative power to require these remarkable systems in all new homes.

In more than a century there has never been multiple deaths from ire in any structure protected by a properly 
installed and properly maintained ire sprinkler system installed by a licensed ire-sprinkler contractor.

Hopefully, wisdom will prevail and politics set aside, so these lifesavings systems will be required in all new home 
construction statewide.

FIRE SPRINKLER INCENTIVE ACT
(H.R. 3591, S. 2068)
Common Voices continues to stay actively engaged with efforts to 
support the Fire Sprinkler Incentive Act. November 4, 2015 provided us 
the opportunity to partner with members of the NFSA Board of Directors 
and Future Leadership Committee, along with other national ire service 
organizations. We participated in 41 meetings with key Congressional 
leaders on the House Ways & Means Committee and the Senate Finance 
Committee.

We vow our steadfast support of this legislation that will provide an incentive to business owners to retroit with 
ire sprinklers.  Make sure you visit www.nfsa.org for the latest information available at the Fire Sprinkler 
Incentive Act button.
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