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M E D I A  K I T
Your Complete Resource for 
Community Education and Outreach

Focus on Fire Safety in Homes...

From Voices That Know... 

Our voices have joined to share our first-person 
real life stories... our hope is that future tragedies 
may be prevented by our sharing with you.



On behalf of Common Voices, we are happy to share our newest PSAs and a complete media 
relations kit that will help you educate stakeholders about community fire protection and how 
to build fire safe homes. By partnering with allied organizations, we’re working to advance 
efforts that support the installation of home fire sprinklers and build upon collaboration 
between our respective organizations.

No one understands the effects of fire better than those who have personally experienced it. 
Within these pages, we will introduce you to the six Common Voices advocates and provide 
a Media Kit with the latest information regarding the promotion of residential fire sprinklers. 
We believe that we all need to become fully involved in encouraging policymakers to adopt 
current national building codes that include fire sprinklers.

Common Voices partners with the National Fallen Firefighters Foundation and the 
Everyone Goes Home initiative. Vina Drennan, a founding advocate of Common Voices, 
also serves on the NFFF Board and does a fantastic job of helping all of us understand why 
residential sprinklers are so important to saving firefighter lives. We ask that you reinforce 
the 16 Firefighter Life Safety Initiatives included in this kit, and utilize the new PSAs to 
highlight perspectives that connect to the EGH Initiatives.

Please remember that we’re here to help. If you’re looking for a speaker who can bring the 
fire problem to life in a meaningful way, please contact us via e-mail or phone. We will 
do everything within our power to meet your needs and help you convince community 
stakeholders about the importance of building fire safe homes that include fire sprinklers.

We also encourage you to become a part of our fire safety 
team! Visit us at www.fireadvocates.org for the latest 
news and coalition membership information. 

Respectfully, 

Vickie Pritchett 
Common Voices Facilitator 
615-533-0305 
vickiepritchett@aol.com
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www.fireadvocates.org
Fire Sprinklers Save Lives

Page 2



Page 3

The Media Kit... 
SHARING IMPORTANT INFORMATION

www.fireadvocates.org
Fire Sprinklers Save Lives

We’re here to help get out the facts!
We understand that as a fire safety advocate, you are busy. We created 
this media kit with the thought of simplicity in mind. We wanted 
to bring you new resources (PSAs) coupled with statistics, talking 
points, and the latest information that documents the fire problem 
in America. Within the public education pieces included on the 
DVD, you will find Fact vs. Fiction, templates for media, Talking 
Points with the latest statistics incorporated, as well as other outreach 

materials. Our hope is this will make your outreach and public 
education easier. Feel free to customize the documents and make 
them your own. 

• Fire Sprinkler Facts
• FAQs
• Overview of NFPA 13D Standard
• Successful Home Fire Sprinkler Activation Report
• Tips for Improving Home Fire Sprinkler 

Education Outreach to Young Children, Middle 
School Children, Adult Consumers, and to 
Homebuilders, Developers, Real Estate and 
Insurance Professionals

• Tips for Working with Local Media to Raise 
Awareness of Home Fire Sprinklers

• Educational Quizzes (for various audiences)  
with Answer Key

• Local Public Relations Tools:  
Talking Points; News Releases
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• Eight of out 10 fire deaths occur in the home.

• Fire sprinklers save lives, reduce property loss and can even help cut

homeowner insurance premiums.

• Home fire sprinklers can contain and may even extinguish a fire in

less time than it would take the fire department to arrive on the

scene.

• Installing both smoke alarms and a fire sprinkler system reduces the

risk of home fire death by 82%, relative to having neither.

• Only the sprinkler closest to the fire will activate, spraying water

directly on the fire. Ninety percent of fires are contained by the

operation of just one sprinkler.*

• Nationally, on average, home fire sprinkler systems add 1% to 1.5%

of the total building cost in new construction.

• Home fire sprinklers use only a small fraction of the water used by

fire department hoses.

• Modern residential sprinklers are inconspicuous and can be

mounted flush with walls or ceilings.

• For more information go to the Home Fire Sprinkler web site at:

www.homefiresprinkler.org.

*Automatic Sprinklers: A 10-Year Study, Scottsdale, AZ

FIRE SPRINKLER FACTS
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If one sprinkler goes off, do they all go off?

Sprinklers activate independently; only the sprinkler(s) closest to

the fire will activate. In most home fires only one sprinkler is

needed to control a fire.

If I burn the toast will the sprinkler activate?

Fire sprinklers do not respond to smoke; they respond to the

high temperature of a fire – about 135˚ to 165˚F. Smoke caused

by cooking or cigars cannot and will not cause a sprinkler to

activate.

Will my sprinklers leak?

Sprinkler mishaps are generally less likely and less severe than

home plumbing system problems.

Is post-fire water damage from sprinklers worse than fire

damage would be without sprinklers?

Fire damage and water from high-pressure fire hoses is far

greater. A residential sprinkler flows 10-26 gallons of water per

minute, for approximately 10 minutes (or less if the fire depart-

ment turns the water off sooner). An uncontrolled fire will cause

far greater fire destruction and smoke damage, requiring a

tremendous amount of water from fire department hoses –

more than 10 times the water per minute. The property loss in

a sprinklered home fire is typically only a fraction of the loss in

an unsprinklered home fire.

Won’t the fire department be able to put out the fire and

save my things?
A 9-12 minute fire department response time is considered good

in most communities. In that time, an uncontrolled fire will have

grown and spread through the home, causing tremendous

smoke and fire damage before the fire department can get there.

Will my sprinklers freeze in the winter?

Freezing is not a problem with proper installation. The national

sprinkler installation standard provides guidance for proper

installation in cold regions, including appropriate additional

insulation and anti-freeze usage.

Since I have smoke alarms why do I need fire sprinklers?

Smoke alarms are essential in every home, but they can only

detect a fire. To be effective, residents must be willing and able

to respond quickly to the alarm.. Fire sprinklers detect the fire

and automatically control or extinguish it, paving the way for

residents to make a safe escape – and also protecting property

and valuables. The best protection from fire is having both

smoke alarms and a fire sprinkler system.

Are sprinklers allowed by my homeowner’s insurance?

Most insurance companies provide financial incentives to

encourage homeowners to protect their homes from fire loss.

HFSC research shows that fire sprinkler discounts range from 5%

to 30% off homeowner policy premiums. Insurance rates and

discounts vary by state. Check with your insurer and shop

around for the best discount.

Are fire sprinklers expensive?

The cost to install home fire sprinklers varies. In areas where

competition is brisk, sprinklers are well below $1 per square

foot; in areas without many residential installers the cost is high-

er. On average, a good rule of thumb is about 1- 1.5 percent of

the total cost of new construction.

Will fire sprinklers ruin my décor?

Residential fire sprinklers are actually smaller than most recessed

lighting. Unlike sprinklers in warehouses and public buildings,

residential sprinklers are designed to blend into ceiling and wall

paint and can be completely concealed beneath plates.

Are fire sprinklers difficult to maintain?

No maintenance is needed. Regular flow tests should be con-

ducted and homeowners can do these simple tests themselves

or have the sprinkler contractor do it every year or so. It’s a good

idea to check sprinklers and pipes occasionally to be sure noth-

ing is obstructing potential water flow. Water valves should be

routinely checked or kept padlocked in the “turned on” position.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQs)
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NFPA 13D, Standard for the Installation of Sprinkler Systems in
One- and Two-Family Dwellings and Manufactured Homes

The Home Fire Sprinkler Coalition (HFSC) recommends that
contractors install sprinkler systems in accordance with NFPA
13D. This national installation standard is developed by the
nonprofit National Fire Protection Association (NFPA). The pur-
pose of the standard is to aid in “…the detection and control of
residential fires…” and provide “…improved protection against
injury, life loss and property damage.” Learn more about NFPA
13D at www.nfpa.org.

Overview
NFPA 13D is only appropriate for one- and two-family struc-
tures and manufactured homes. (See NFPA 13 and NFPA 13R
for protection of other structures.) Be aware that local code
authorities may have certain requirements that exceed or differ
from NFPA 13D.

HFSC and the standard recommend that sprinkler systems be
designed and installed by “…persons trained and skilled in the
design and installation of residential sprinkler systems.”

When a sprinkler system is installed in accordance with NFPA
13D, the system improves the chance for occupants to escape
and prevents flashover in the room where the fire starts.
(Flashover is when the entire room and its contents ignite.)

NFPA 13D requires a minimum 10-minute water supply (7 min-
utes under certain conditions – see standard for details). The
standard allows Independent, Multipurpose (serving both
domestic and fire protection supplies) and Network systems
(supplies domestic and fire protection and each sprinkler is sup-
plied by a minimum of three separate paths), as well as listed
Dry Pipe systems. (See the standard for details.)

NFPA 13D recommends, but does not require, sprinklers in all
areas of a dwelling. The standard permits sprinklers to be omit-
ted from the following spaces:
• Bathrooms smaller than 55 sq. ft.
• Closets and pantries smaller than 24 sq. ft.
• Garages, open attached porches, carports and similar

structures
• Attic spaces that are not used for living space
• Covered, unheated projections of the building at entrances

and exits
• Ceiling pockets

Please read the standard for compliance with the above excep-
tions.

NFPA 13D includes information for installation of sprinkler sys-
tems in areas where freezing may occur.

OVERVIEW OF NFPA 13D STANDARD
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Please print clearly.

Date ____________________________________________________________________________ Time ____________________________________________________________________________
Name________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City______________________________________________________________________________ State ____________________________ Zip _________________________________________
Brief description of incident_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How many sprinklers activated_______________ Estimated property damage/estimated property saved ___________________________________________Example: (“The sprinkler system did a great job. One sprinkler had activated, containing the fire prior to our arrival on scene. There were no injuries andproperty damage was limited to an estimated $500.” – Lt. John Smith, ABC Fire Department)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Permission for HFSC to use the quote in HFSC educational/promotional outreach: � YES � NO
Your Name ____________________________________________________________________ Title _____________________________________________________________________________
Fire Department___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City______________________________________________________________________________ State ____________________________ Zip _________________________________________
Telephone _____________________________________________________________________ Fax ______________________________________________________________________________
E-Mail ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please return to ___________________________________________________________________________________ via fax _________________________________________________________or mail form to ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SUCCESSFUL HOME FIRE SPRINKLER ACTIVATION REPORT

Use this form to report home fire sprinkler activations in your area.
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When presenting about home fire sprinklers to young children
(Kindergarten-Grade 2), your primary goal should be awareness.
Introducing people to fire sprinkler technology at a young age can
be a powerful overall community learning tool. Reaching this
young audience will be most effective if there is a “take-home”
component and/or if teachers, parents and caregivers are involved
in your presentation.

Put sprinklers in contextFire sprinklers should be presented in context. Include discussion
of home fire sprinklers as part of your general home fire safety pre-
sentation. Remember that home fire sprinklers are part of an over-
all system of safety. Every home – even those with fire sprinklers –
must have working smoke alarms on each level and regularly prac-
ticed fire drills.

Be visual
Children are especially responsive to visual learning, so be sure to
bring some simple props with you when you present fire safety
topics to young children. Suggested visual aids:• A battery-powered smoke alarm• A laminated home fire escape grid• A residential fire sprinkler

Tips for Improving Home Fire Sprinkler Educational Outreach to Varied Audiences
REACHING YOUNG CHILDREN

Simple and brief is bestUse easy-to-understand words and concepts. Avoid all technical
jargon. Try not to scare your audience. Give just enough informa-
tion to fully introduce children to home fire sprinklers. Children
this age do not need to understand how a fire sprinkler works, or
how it is installed. Suggested main messages:• Fire sprinklers are safety tools• Sprinklers save lives and protect homes• Sprinklers work by putting water on the fire while it is stillsmall

• Sprinklers are not play things 

Young children can help grown ups by reminding about the
importance of regular smoke alarm testing and fire drills. Simi-
larly, they can point fire sprinklers out to parents/caregivers and
bring activities home from your presentation.
HFSC verbal quiz
Download a free verbal quiz on HFSC’s Web site. This quiz is a fun
way to introduce young children to home fire sprinklers and to
engage them in a broader discussion of home fire safety. 
Age-appropriate activitiesIn addition to the verbal quiz, there are many ways that you can
reinforce the information you’ve presented. Suggested activities:• Draw a picture of a home fire sprinkler• Draw a picture showing a home with a fire sprinkler system• Tell a story about fire sprinklers• Tell the places where you have seen fire sprinklers
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Use these fun and informative educational tools designed by the nonprofit Home Fire Sprinkler Coali-

tion (HFSC) to quiz audiences of every age about the value of home fire sprinkler systems. HFSC also

offers free Tips for Improving Home Fire Sprinkler Educational Outreach to Varied Audiences to help

you increase the effectiveness of local sprinkler presentation and outreach. 

This verbal quiz is suggested to follow a basic home fire safety discussion, where the dangers of fire have

already been covered. The purpose is to introduce young children to fire sprinklers. Follow HFSC’s guid-

ance for young children and incorporate this verbal quiz into your fire safety outreach. 

Educational Quiz

A VERBAL QUIZ FOR CHILDREN 

IN KINDERGARTEN THROUGH GRADE 2

1. How many of you have heard of fire sprinklers?

2.Who can tell me what a fire sprinkler is?

a. Provide a very basic definition, such as: A fire sprinkler keeps

you safe if fire breaks out. It does this by putting water on the

fire right after it starts. A sprinkler keeps the fire small so you

and your family can get outside safely. 

3.Has anyone seen a fire sprinkler (hold up sample residential

sprinkler)?

4.Where have you seen a fire sprinkler?

a. Point out the sprinklers in the building where you are pre-

senting if they are installed. If not, hold up the sample sprin-

kler again.

b. Suggest the types of places where the children may have seen

sprinklers, such as: Hotel, grocery store, high-rise building.

5.Has anyone seen a fire sprinkler in a house or apartment?

6. Is it OK to play with fire sprinklers?

a. Make sure the children understand the answer is “no.”

7.Who can tell me why it isn’t OK to play with a fire sprinkler?

a. Explain in very simple terms why not, such as: Fire sprinklers

are safety tools. They aren’t toys. Playing with them or throw-

ing anything at them could cause them to break.

8. Is it OK to hang anything from a fire sprinkler?

a. Make sure the children understand the answer is “no.” Pro-

vide a simple answer why not, such as: Fire sprinklers are

safety tools. 

9. If your home has a fire sprinkler system, should you also have

family fire drills?

a. Explain that every family should know how to get outside if

fire starts. It’s best to practice getting out with fire drills.

Home fire sprinkler systems add value
According to a national Harris Poll, two-thirds (69%) of home-owners in the U.S. say having a fire sprinkler system increases ahome’s value.
Increasing demand for home fire sprinklers is driving down thecost. Nationally, a conservative estimate for sprinkler installationis 1 to 1.5% of the total building cost.In areas where installationsare common the cost is well below $1 per square foot.
Most insurance companies provide financial incentives toencourage homeowners to protect their homes from fire. HFSCresearch shows that fire sprinkler system discounts range from5% to 30% off homeowner policy premiums. Shop around for thebest discount.
To read more findings from the Harris Poll, visit HFSC’s Web site. 
Ordinances requiring home fire sprinklers
Installing fire sprinklers in homes is quickly catching on in com-munities of every size.Now, national codes require sprinklers beinstalled in new home construction.
Similar local ordinances are in place in hundreds of jurisdictionsacross the U.S. and Canada.
To learn about ordinances currently in place in the U.S., visit theWeb site of the Residential Fire Sprinkler Institute (RFSI):http://www.firesafehome.org/sprinklers/Jurisdictions.asp

Home fire sprinkler system design and installation 
HFSC recommends selecting a sprinkler contractor with residen-tial experience to install a home system. Contractors should fol-low national installation standards, which help ensure properoperation.
NFPA 13D, Standard for the Installation of Sprinkler Systems inOne- and Two-Family Dwellings and Manufactured Homes, is thenational standard for home fire sprinkler systems.
NFPA 13D is appropriate for one- and two-family structures andmanufactured homes. 
Local code authorities may have certain requirements that exceedor differ from NFPA 13D.
For a list of contractors with residential fire sprinkler experience,visit HFSC’s Web site. 
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Use these talking points as a guide to help you stay on-messagewhen working with local media outlets and when making pre-sentations to community groups. Visit HFSC’s Web site todownload free Tips for Working with Local Media and HomeFire Sprinkler FAQs.

Home fire sprinklers save lives, prevent injury andpreserve property and valuables 
Residential fire sprinkler systems are widely seen as the next gen-eration of home fire protection. 
From federal agencies such as the U.S. Fire Administration andthe U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) to nation-al safety organizations such as the National Fire Protection Asso-ciation (NFPA), the Home Safety Council, and Underwriters Lab-oratories, sprinklers are recommended as the most effectivemeans to substantially cut the home fire problem.

Home fire sprinkler systems protect residents; they also protectfirst responders.
Installing home fire sprinkler systems helps the entire communityand protects the homes where they are installed for generationsto come.

Most fatal fires occur at home
Each year, more than 3,000 fire deaths occur in the U.S. Eight outof 10 fire deaths result from home fires.
Young children, older adults and people with disabilities are par-ticularly vulnerable to fires.
For additional statistics on fires and fire sprinkler protection,visit the Web site of the National Fire Protection Association:www.nfpa.org. 

Fire sprinklers have a solid track record of safety 
Fire sprinklers have been saving lives and protecting property formore than a century. 
Today, fire sprinkler systems are common in high-rise buildings,hospitals, offices, hotels and many other types of occupancies.
This same technology has been adapted in the past two decadesin order to cost-effectively bring the powerful fire protection intohomes. Reduced labor costs and low-profile sprinklers havehelped make fire sprinkler systems a highly desirable option, espe-cially in new construction. 

continues on next page

LOCAL PUBLIC RELATIONS TOOLS

TALKING POINTS
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Contact: (NAME)

(NUMBER/EMAIL)

(CITY/TOWN) FIRE CHIEF SAYS HOLLYWOOD SPECIAL EFFECTS DISTORT TRUE VALUE OF HOME FIRE SPRINKLERS

(CITY/TOWN) – “Every year we can count on Hollywood to produce yet another movie with special effects that misrepresent fire sprin-

kler technology and mislead audiences,” says Chief (NAME) with the (CITY/TOWN) Fire Department. “The James Bond blockbuster

“Casino Royale” is the latest on a long list of films that make our public safety jobs that much harder.”

When fire sprinklers are present in a house that catches fire, only the sprinkler closest to the flames will spray water. But Chief (NAME)

says that many people see the Hollywood depictions of all sprinklers operating at once and believe them to be true. “Unfortunate-

ly, buying into that myth can and does affect homeowner interest in residential fire sprinkler systems and that ultimately hurts our

community.” 

According to the nonprofit Home Fire Sprinkler Coalition (HFSC), the recurring myth that all sprinklers go off at once is the most com-

mon of several misconceptions about home fire sprinklers. In fact, only the sprinkler closest to the flames will open to release water,

controlling or extinguishing a fire while it is still small. In a recent study, 90% of fires that occurred in sprinklered homes were quickly

controlled with a single sprinkler.*

“Research shows that fire sprinklers are the ideal way to significantly lower residential fire injuries and deaths,” says Chief (NAME).

“We’re working with our local home builders and developers to make sure they realize that offering their customers the fire sprinkler

option adds tremendous value to the homes they build. Homeowners are very savvy; they inherently know that a safer home is a better

one. Once we help everyone understand the facts vs. the fiction about fire sprinklers, people will be very receptive to the idea.”

The inaccurate sprinkler effects produced by Hollywood are a constant challenge to the (CITY/TOWN) Fire Department as well as HFSC

and other national safety groups. “When millions of families see movies that undermine fire sprinkler technology, we have to take it seri-

ously,” says HFSC Chair Gary Keith. “No matter how many laughs they produce in the theater, sight gags that turn off homeowners who

would otherwise choose to install fire sprinklers to protect their families just aren’t funny.” 

HFSC increases awareness about the dangers of home fires and the value of fire sprinkler technology through its Web site 

(homefiresprinkler.org). The site utilizes effective animation and video to accurately portray how sprinklers work. “This isn’t about

image, it’s about safety,” says Keith. “Getting any facts about home fire safety wrong can have serious consequences.” 

Every year, more than 3,000 people are killed in U.S. home fires. Of all structures, homes are where people are at greatest risk. In fact,

eight out of 10 fire deaths occur at home. “Every home in (CITY/TOWN) needs to have working smoke alarms and a well rehearsed

fire escape plan,” says Chief (NAME). “Fire sprinklers take safety an important step further, providing automatic control of the fire,

which no other fire protection technology provides. That saves lives and property and makes communities safer for everyone.”

Sprinklers are installed throughout a home along piping typically hidden behind walls and ceilings. Each sprinkler works independently.

When the temperature from a fire reaches approximately 135°F-165˚F, the sprinkler closest to the flames automatically opens and sprays

water over the area. This fast response to danger provides plenty of time for a family to escape from fire unharmed. 

To learn more about home fire sprinkler systems, visit HFSC’s Web site: www.homefiresprinkler.org. 

*Automatic Sprinklers: A 10-Year Study, Scottsdale, AZ

LOCAL PUBLIC RELATIONS TOOLS

Customize this news release for your department:

HOLLYWOOD SPECIAL EFFECTS DISTORT TRUE VALUE 

OF HOME FIRE SPRINKLERS
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LOCAL PUBLIC RELATIONS TOOLS

Customize this news release for your department:

FIRE SPRINKLERS ARE A SMART OPTION 
FOR NEW HOME BUILDERS TO OFFER

Contact: (NAME)

(NUMBER/EMAIL)

FIRE SPRINKLERS ARE A SMART OPTION FOR NEW HOME BUILDERS TO OFFER, SAYS (CITY/TOWN) FIRE CHIEF 

(CITY/TOWN) – The (CITY/TOWN) Fire Chief says (HE/SHE) is encouraged by the findings of a national poll commissioned by the
nonprofit Home Fire Sprinkler Coalition (HFSC). “We’re starting to see some real progress in the effort to educate America about the
value and need for residential fire sprinkler systems,” says Chief (NAME). “But locally, we need to do more to overcome some of the
myths and get more of the facts front and center.”

The survey, conducted by Harris Interactive,® found that 69 percent of U.S. homeowners believe having a fire sprinkler system increas-
es the value of a home; 38 percent would be more likely to purchase a new home with sprinklers than one without. HFSC commissioned
the December 2005 survey of 1,019 U.S. adults (620 of whom own a house) in order to measure awareness of residential fire sprinkler
systems and gauge feelings toward builders who install fire sprinklers as a standard feature of a new home.

“Fire sprinkler systems are widely recognized by leading safety groups as the single most effective built-in protection from home fire
deaths,” says Chief (NAME). “But a general lack of knowledge about sprinklers interferes with our ability to improve our community’s
infrastructure with the valuable technology. To make real progress, we need to work closely with homeowners, and also with builders,
developers, real estate agents and others in (CITY/TOWN) to communicate the facts.”

Prevailing myths and misconceptions add to the public education challenge. For 48 percent of homeowners surveyed nationally, an
unfounded fear of water damage would prevent them from installing a home fire sprinkler system. 

In fact, fire sprinkler mishaps are rare and water damage is no more likely with sprinklers than it is with other household plumbing. Fire
sprinklers activate individually, and only in response to the high temperature of a growing fire, typically 135°F-165˚F. Smoke simply
cannot cause a sprinkler to operate. 

“HFSC’s national survey gives our local builders some valuable insight into the way prospective homeowners will view the option of sprin-
klered homes,” says Chief (NAME). The survey found that builders who offer fire sprinklers as a standard feature of new homes were seen
by homeowners as being “safety concerned” (70%), “innovative” (52%), and “caring” (51%). Thirty-nine percent of homeowners said
they would be more likely to hire such a builder vs. one who does not offer fire sprinklers as a standard feature. 

Many homeowners said they would prefer to install a fire sprinkler system over other optional amenities, such as cabinet upgrades (35%)
and hardwood floors (36%). “It’s not uncommon to see people spend thousands of dollars on high-end options in a new home,” Chief
(NAME) says. “For a lot less money, they could also install a fire sprinkler system that would protect their family as well as their invest-
ment in the new house.”

For details about the Harris Poll survey and to learn more about home fire sprinkler systems, visit HFSC’s Web site: 
www.homefiresprinkler.org. 
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When presenting about home fire sprinklers to young children(Kindergarten-Grade 2), your primary goal should be awareness.Introducing people to fire sprinkler technology at a young age canbe a powerful overall community learning tool. Reaching thisyoung audience will be most effective if there is a “take-home”component and/or if teachers, parents and caregivers are involvedin your presentation.

Put sprinklers in context
Fire sprinklers should be presented in context. Include discussionof home fire sprinklers as part of your general home fire safety pre-sentation. Remember that home fire sprinklers are part of an over-all system of safety. Every home – even those with fire sprinklers –must have working smoke alarms on each level and regularly prac-ticed fire drills.

Be visual
Children are especially responsive to visual learning, so be sure tobring some simple props with you when you present fire safetytopics to young children. Suggested visual aids:
• A battery-powered smoke alarm
• A laminated home fire escape grid
• A residential fire sprinkler

Tips for Improving Home Fire Sprinkler Educational Outreach to Varied Audiences

REACHING YOUNG CHILDREN
Simple and brief is best
Use easy-to-understand words and concepts. Avoid all technicaljargon. Try not to scare your audience. Give just enough informa-tion to fully introduce children to home fire sprinklers. Childrenthis age do not need to understand how a fire sprinkler works, orhow it is installed. Suggested main messages:
• Fire sprinklers are safety tools
• Sprinklers save lives and protect homes
• Sprinklers work by putting water on the fire while it is stillsmall
• Sprinklers are not play things 

Young children can help grown ups by reminding about theimportance of regular smoke alarm testing and fire drills. Simi-larly, they can point fire sprinklers out to parents/caregivers andbring activities home from your presentation.

HFSC verbal quiz
Download a free verbal quiz on HFSC’s Web site. This quiz is a funway to introduce young children to home fire sprinklers and toengage them in a broader discussion of home fire safety. 

Age-appropriate activities
In addition to the verbal quiz, there are many ways that you canreinforce the information you’ve presented. Suggested activities:• Draw a picture of a home fire sprinkler
• Draw a picture showing a home with a fire sprinkler system• Tell a story about fire sprinklers
• Tell the places where you have seen fire sprinklers
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Home Fire Sprinkler Coalition
The go-to sources for educational materials is the Home 
Fire Sprinkler Coalition (HFSC), www.homefiresprinkler.
org. We are proud to include an order form which includes 
all of the educational materials available via HFSC at the 
time of publication. We encourage you to send in this form 
to request additional copies of the resources that will help you 
the most. Also, pay special attention to the documents that 
provide information on how to build and conduct a live side-
by-side sprinkler demonstration. This can be an important 
tool for education within your community – there is nothing 
like seeing an actual sprinkler demonstration, and also seeing 
flashover first-hand in the non-
sprinklered room. 
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E D U C A T I O N A L  M A T E R I A L S

UNDERSTANDING WATER SUPPLYFOR HOME FIRE SPRINKLER SYSTEMS Guide
Includes a brochure and
20-minute video with
details about water con-
nections, supply and
usage, design of stand-
alone and multipurpose 
systems, community
improvements and envi-
ronmental benefits of
home fire sprinklers.
Recommended for 
water purveyors and 
local officials.

BUILT FOR LIFE Builder Kit
The kit includes a brochure and 16-minute DVD withdetails about the design and installation of a home firesprinkler system installed in a single-family homeaccording to NFPA 13D. In the video, HFSC spokespersonRon Hazelton walks through a home under constructionafter the fire sprinkler system is installed, but before thedrywall is up. Part of the video is also taped in a finishedhome so builders can see the system when it’scomplete. 

Recommended for builders 
of single-family homes.

MARKETING HOMESPROTECTED BY FIRESPRINKLER SYSTEMSBrochure
Recommended for
real estate professionals.

SELLING A HOMEPROTECTED BYFIRE SPRINKLERS DVD Video
The video provides real estate professionals withimportant information about the life-saving benefitsof fire sprinklers, and useful tips for marketing ahome protected by them.
Recommended for real estate agents.

PROTECTING YOURCOMMUNITY WITH HOME FIRE SPRINKLERSDVD Video
The video includes interviews withexperts from the National Instituteof Standards and Technology (NIST)and Underwriters Laboratories (UL).They’ve conducted fire tests and research showing why firesin new single-family homes are more dangerous and howfire sprinklers protect occupants and firefighters.

Recommended for building officials.

PROTECT WHAT YOU VALUE MOSTConsumer Brochure
Explains home fire facts, home fire sprinklerinformation, a graphic description of howsprinklers operate, cost information andanswers to common misconceptions.

Also available in Spanish.

Protecting Your Community
W I T H  H O M E  F I R E  S P R I N K L E R S

You understand the impact of home fires on your 
community. But do you have the facts about commonnew-home construction practices that endanger bothresidents and firefighters when a fire strikes?

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

This video provides  
real estate professionals 

with important 
information about  

the life-saving benefits 
of fire sprinklers,  

and useful tips for 
marketing a home 
protected by them.

TRT: 6:40
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H om e F i r e S p r i n k l e r . o r g

Selling a Home Protected
by Fire Sprinklers A QUICK & EASY GUIDETO HOME FIRE

SPRINKLERS DVD Video
This guide to fire sprinklers wasdesigned to provide easy to
understand information in anentertaining way. The short
video segments walk throughthe basics: why fire sprinklersare needed, how they work andhow they are installed.
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E D U C A T I O N A L  M A T E R I A L S

HOME FIRE SPRINKLERPUBLIC EDUCATION Kit
All the tools to help public

educators in the fire service
increase awareness of the benefitsof home fire sprinklers. Includes aDVD with three educational videosfor consumers and members of thehomebuilding industry. An additionalCD includes files containing HFSCeducational material, backgroundinformation and public relations tools.

Recommended for members of the fire service. Also available in Canadian version.

FIRE AND
SPRINKLER BURNDEMONSTRATION Kit
One of the best ways for a fire
department to raise awarenessabout home fire safety is to
host a live fire demonstration.The CD/DVD kit contains all theinformation you need to build afire and sprinkler burn
demonstration to compare a
fire with and without sprinklers.

Recommended for members of the fire service.

THE FUTURE
OF FIRE
SAFETY HERETODAY
Consumer
Brochure
Provides detailed information aboutfire sprinkler protection for homes,how fire sprinklers work, advantagesof a home with and without a firesprinkler system, and why home firesprinklers are a smart choice. Alsoincludes home fire sprinkler facts andcommonly asked questions and answers.

SPRINKLER SMARTSBrochure for Children
A great brochure to introducechildren to fire safety and firesprinkler technology. The
focus is on the basics of fire
safety for young children,
while older students also
learn the engineering behindsprinklers. The brochureshould be used to promote corresponding educationalgames, activities and downloadable worksheets onSprinklerSmarts.org.

Recommended for children in grades K-5 & 6-8, parents,teachers and public educators in the fire service.

LIVING WITH SPRINKLERS Kitfor Consumers Living in Homes with Fire Sprinklers
The kit is for homeowners who already have firesprinklers in their homes or have recently moved intohomes with fire sprinkler protection. Thekit’s DVD and brochure provide a betterunderstanding of fire sprinklers

and how to properly
maintain them. Also

included are a laminated
hangtag to put on the

riser, so residents will have
ready access to simple

sprinkler maintenance and
proper usage tips, and a

window decal. 
Spanish version available 
for download at
HomeFireSprinkler.org.

WHAT YOU NEEDTO KNOW ABOUTINSURING A HOMEWITH FIRE SPRINKLERSBrochure
Recommended
for insurance
professionals.
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This video provides  

real estate professionals 
with important 

information about  

the life-saving benefits 
of fire sprinklers,  

and useful tips for 
marketing a home 
protected by them.
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Selling a Home Protected

by Fire Sprinklers

Protecting Your Community

W I T H  H O M E  F I R E  S P R I N K L E R S

You understand the impact of home fires on your 

community. But do you have the facts about common

new-home construction practices that endanger both

residents and firefighters when a fire strikes?

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Material Order Form Orders can also be placed online at HomeFireSprinkler.org

Home Fire Sprinkler Coalition

E D U C A T I O N A L  M A T E R I A L S

Y O U R  C O M P L E T E  R E S O U R C E  F O R  C O M M U N I T Y  E D U C A T I O N  A N D  O U T R E A C H
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H om e F i r e S p r i n k l e r . o r g

The HFSC Fire and Sprinkler
Burn Demonstration Kit

A COMPLETE GUIDE

TO BUILDING

AND USING

A DRAMATIC

LIVE FIRE

DEMONSTRATION

IN YOUR

COMMUNITY

ITEM QTY.
BUILT FOR LIFE Builder Kit
The kit includes a brochure and 16-minute DVD with details about the design and installation of a home fire sprinkler system installed in a single-family
home according to NFPA 13D. In the video, HFSC spokesperson Ron Hazelton walks through a home under construction after the fire sprinkler system is
installed, but before the drywall is up. Part of the video is also taped in a finished home so builders can see the system when it’s complete.                             
                                                                                                                                                                                                 Full Kit: Limit 12; Brochure Only: Limit 2 packs (25/pack)

PROTECT WHAT YOU VALUE MOST Consumer Brochure
Explains home fire facts, home fire sprinkler information, a graphic description of how sprinklers operate, cost information and answers to common
misconceptions. Also available in Spanish. Limit 4 packs (25/pack)

THE FUTURE OF FIRE SAFETY HERE TODAY Consumer Brochure
Provides detailed information about fire sprinkler protection for homes, how fire sprinklers work, advantages of a home with and without a fire sprinkler
system, and why home fire sprinklers are a smart choice. Also includes home fire sprinkler facts and commonly asked questions and answers. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                Limit 4 packs (25/pack)

A QUICK & EASY GUIDE TO HOME FIRE SPRINKLERS DVD Video
This guide to fire sprinklers was designed to provide easy to understand information in an entertaining way. The short video segments walk through the
basics: why fire sprinklers are needed, how they work and how they are installed.

LIVING WITH SPRINKLERS Kit For Consumers Living in Homes with Fire Sprinklers
The kit is for homeowners who already have fire sprinklers in their homes or have recently moved into homes with fire sprinkler protection.The kit’s DVD and
brochure provide a better understanding of fire sprinklers and how to properly maintain them. Also included are a laminated hangtag to put on the riser, so
residents will have ready access to simple sprinkler maintenance and proper usage tips, and a window decal.
Spanish version available for download at HomeFireSprinkler.org.

SPRINKLER SMARTS Brochure for Children
A great brochure to introduce children to fire safety and fire sprinkler technology. The focus is on the basics of fire safety for young children, while older students
also learn the engineering behind sprinklers. The brochure should be used to promote corresponding educational games, activities and downloadable work-
sheets on SprinklerSmarts.org. Recommended for children in grades K-5 & 6-8, parents, teachers and public educators in the fire service.         Limit 2 packs (50/pack)

MARKETING HOMES PROTECTED BY FIRE SPRINKLER SYSTEMS Brochure
Recommended for real estate professionals. Limit 2 packs (25/pack)

SELLING A HOME PROTECTED BY FIRE SPRINKLERS DVD Video
The video provides real estate professionals with important information about the life-saving benefits of fire sprinklers, and useful tips for marketing a home
protected by them. Recommended for real estate agents. Limit 25

PROTECTING YOUR COMMUNITY WITH HOME FIRE SPRINKLERS DVD Video
The video includes interviews with experts from the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) and Underwriters Laboratories (UL).They’ve
conducted fire tests and research showing why fires in new single-family homes are more dangerous and how fire sprinklers protect occupants and
firefighters. Recommended for building officials. Limit 25

UNDERSTANDING WATER SUPPLY FOR HOME FIRE SPRINKLER SYSTEMS Guide
Includes a brochure and 20-minute video with details about water connections, supply and usage, design of stand-alone and multipurpose systems,
community improvements and environmental benefits of home fire sprinklers.
Recommended for water purveyors and local officials. Full Kit: Limit 12; Brochure Only: Limit 2 packs (25/pack)

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT INSURING A HOME WITH FIRE SPRINKLERS Brochure
Recommended for insurance professionals. Limit 2 packs (25/pack)

HOME FIRE SPRINKLER PUBLIC EDUCATION Kit (U.S. or Canadian versions available)
All the tools to help public educators in the fire service increase awareness of the benefits of home fire sprinklers. Includes a DVD with three educational videos
for consumers and members of the homebuilding industry. An additional CD includes files containing HFSC educational material, background information and
public relations tools. Recommended for members of the fire service. Limit 4

FIRE AND SPRINKLER BURN DEMONSTRATION Kit
One of the best ways for a fire department to raise awareness about home fire safety is to host a live fire demonstration.The CD/DVD kit contains all the infor-
mation you need to build a fire and sprinkler burn demonstration to compare a fire with and without sprinklers.
Recommended for members of the fire service. Limit 4

If you would like to use the material for large group presentations, please indicate the quantity you would like above and write a brief description of how the material
will be used on a separate sheet and include with this form.

Material Order Form Orders can also be placed online at HomeFireSprinkler.org

NAME                                                                                                                                                                                                  TITLE

ORGANIZATION

SHIPPING ADDRESS                                                                                                                                                                         CITY                                                            STATE                                                          ZIP

PHONE

FAX

EMAIL ADDRESS

For more information: HomeFireSprinkler.org or Toll-Free: 877-550-H FSC                HFSC-OF-6/15-5M-F

Home Fire Sprinkler Coalition

E D U C A T I O N A L  M A T E R I A L S
Y O U R  C O M P L E T E  R E S O U R C E  F O R  C O M M U N I T Y  E D U C A T I O N  A N D  O U T R E A C H HomeFireSprinkler.org

Complete this form and mail to: HFSC, 21200 S. LaGrange Road, Suite 300, Frankfort, IL 60423 
or fax to: (815) 464-8040 or scan and email to: info@homefiresprinkler.org

Brochure 
& DVD

Brochure 
Only

English Spanish
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The Phoenix Society for Burn Survivors
Common Voices is proud to partner with The Phoenix 
Society for Burn Survivors. We believe that many times 
it is the burn survivor who is able to be the unexpected 
messenger who can break through to community 
stakeholders. Their first-hand experience and survival 
story can be powerful as you work to educate regarding 
the benefits of home fire sprinklers. Common Voices 
and The Phoenix Society for Burn Survivors are working together on 
a daily basis to improve the advocate database, and we stand ready to 
assist you as your work toward building a safer community.

SURVIVAL, COURAGE AND PERSONAL GROWTH
The Phoenix Society’s World Burn Congress is an 
annual international conference that brings together 
more than 650 burn survivors, their families, care 
givers, burn care professionals and firefighters. It is 
a forum in which we encourage and facilitate the 
sharing of stories, provide support and increase 
knowledge of burn recovery. For many it is the first 
opportunity to meet and share with others who have 
experienced a burn trauma.

www.phoenix-society.org

WBC... Survival

WBC... Personal Growth

WBC... Courage
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Sprinklers Save Lives …
Including Firefighters

Learn more:
www.EveryoneGoesHome.com

Just a few of the recent line-of-duty  
death report headlines indicate how  
dangerous modern residential fires  
are for firefighters:
• Career firefighter dies and two  

are injured when forced from  
three-story residence

• Volunteer firefighter dies after  
falling through floor at residential  
structure fire

• Career lieutenant and firefighter  
found unresponsive at structure fire

• Basement fire claims the life of  
volunteer firefighter

Throughout the history of the fire service, we’ve 
always come together to find the will and the 
funding to implement changes that can increase 
firefighter safety. Fire sprinklers are the next major 
step in reducing firefighter LODDs.

And earlier this year, the fire service mourned when 
two Bridgeport, Conn., firefighters died fighting a 
residential fire.

By reducing fire spread and intensity, residential 
sprinklers can save firefighters as well as 
homeowners. This is why fire sprinkler advocacy is 
one of the 16 Firefighter Life Safety Initiatives.

Everyone Goes Home®

Recognizing the need to do more to prevent line-of-duty deaths and injuries, 
the National Fallen Firefighters Foundation has launched a national initiative 
to bring prevention to the forefront.

In March 2004, the Firefighter Life Safety Summit was held in Tampa, Florida 
to address the need for change within the fire and emergency services. Through this 
meeting, 16 Life Safety Initiatives were produced to ensure that Everyone Goes Home.®

The first major action was to sponsor a national gathering of fire and emergency 
services leaders. Organized by the National Fallen Firefighters Foundation, the held 
in Tampa, Florida, in March 2004 produced 16 major initiatives that will give the fire 
service a blueprint for making changes.

The National Fallen Firefighters Foundation will play a major role in helping 
the U.S. Fire Administration meet its stated goal to reduce the number of 
preventable firefighter fatalities. The Foundation sees fire service adoption of 
the summit’s initiatives as a vital step in meeting this goal.
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Leadership, Accountability, Culture and Knowledge (LACK) Training
Is your department on the path to a line-of-duty death? This compelling 
presentation by the National Fallen Firefighter Foundations examines the 
root causes of LODDs and the role of Leadership, Accountability, 
Culture and Knowledge as it impacts the end result. Many fire 
departments across the United States “LACK the Right Stuff” to 
prevent them from being on a path to a line-of-duty death. 
Leadership, Accountability, Culture and Knowledge are 
the elements that need to be addressed and managed in 
those environments. Through education and training, those 
departments can improve their survivability by understanding 
the root causes of firefighter fatalities and tackling these four 
elements with special emphasis on understanding fire service 
culture. This program will provide information on how to 
incorporate this learning into instructional presentations.

 8   Utilize available technology wherever it can 
produce higher levels of health and safety. 

 9   Thoroughly investigate all firefighter fatalities, 
injuries, and near misses. 

 10   Grant programs should support the 
implementation of safe practices and/or 
mandate safe practices as an eligibility 
requirement. 

 11   National standards for emergency response 
policies and procedures should be developed 
and championed. 

 12   National protocols for response to violent 
incidents should be developed and championed. 

 13   Firefighters and their families must have access 
to counseling and psychological support. 

 14   Public education must receive more resources 
and be championed as a critical fire and life 
safety program. 

 15   Advocacy must be strengthened for the 
enforcement of codes and the installation of 
home fire sprinklers. 

 16   Safety must be a primary consideration in the 
design of apparatus and equipment. 

 1   Define and advocate the need for a cultural 
change within the fire service relating to safety; 
incorporating leadership, management, 
supervision, accountability and personal 
responsibility. 

 2   Enhance the personal and organizational 
accountability for health and safety throughout 
the fire service. 

 3   Focus greater attention on the integration of risk 
management with incident management at all 
levels, including strategic, tactical, and planning 
responsibilities. 

 4   All firefighters must be empowered to stop 
unsafe practices. 

 5   Develop and implement national standards for 
training, qualifications, and certification 
(including regular recertification) that are equally 
applicable to all firefighters based on the duties 
they are expected to perform. 

 6   Develop and implement national medical and 
physical fitness standards that are equally 
applicable to all firefighters, based on the duties 
they are expected to perform. 

 7   Create a national research agenda and data 
collection system that relates to the initiatives. 

16 Firefighter Life Safety Initiatives

www.fireadvocates.org
Fire Sprinklers Save Lives
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The Next Step is Up To You... 
PLEASE HELP US SPREAD THE WORD –
Get involved, make a difference, share our stories and raise awareness.  
Lives will be saved as a result of our efforts!

ACTION ITEMS – OUR LIFE SAFETY “TO DO” LIST…
n Become involved in your local city, county, and/or planning meetings. 

Decisions about the inclusion of fire sprinklers involve policy makers.  
You can help to educate these stakeholders.

n Become involved in your state organizations that support and promote  
fire safety. Are you a member of your State Fire Chiefs Association?  
Public Educator Association? Fire Marshals Association? Building Officials 
Association? Become an active member of the appropriate groups!

n Become involved in national organizations that have missions  
that support the cause. On our list:

n	Common Voices

n	The Phoenix Society for Burn Survivors

n	Home Fire Sprinkler Coalition
• Are you a Built for Life Fire Department?

n	International Association of Fire Chiefs (IAFC)

n	IAFC Fire & Life Safety Section

n	National Fallen Firefighters Foundation
• Everyone Goes Home Program
• Identify your state Advocate, offer to assist

n	Home Safety Council Expert Network

n	NFPA & ICC
• Be engaged in the family of codes that your community adopts

n	U.S. Fire Administration
• Check out the Fire Prevention courses  

available at the National Fire Academy
• Utilize USFA resources 

Other appropriate organizations that you know of – the more the better!

Remember, you are the 
one who has the power to 
decide what to do with the 
material in your hand. Our 
hope is that you will use it to 
help make your community 
a safer place to live, work, 
play, and grow! We believe 
that fire sprinklers are a 
smart public policy choice, 
and that quality of life 
is improved when both 
citizens and firefighters 
are protected. Please join 
us today and let’s build 
momentum for Fire Safe 
Homes that include home 
fire sprinklers!


